in      BIRD OF BRIGHT PLUMAGE    555

leaned forward and kissed Christabel's dry cheek.
* Alas, I hate nobody!    Hatred is so difficult to

sustain.    Even Mrs. Ponder------'

' Who is Mrs. Ponder? '

* An odious female/

c And Jennifer?' Christabel looked to see that
Wiggins was gone and Maria fast asleep. * They
are saying very odd things about Jennifer,
Judith/

' What things? *

* Is there not a Captain Fernyhirst?   And they
say that Francis------'

*  I suppose Walter brings you this gossip/
Judith    broke   in   indignantly.      ' Remember,
Christabel, that I love Francis more than anyone
in the world.    I will not hear a word against
him------'

* No,   no/   Christabel   cried,   frightened   of
offending Judith.    * It is only that it is common
talk------'

' There is always common talk/ said Judith.
' In every country place they talk.*

She was thinking: * Well, there you are, now
it has all begun. Christabel is different already,
sniffing out things about Uldale. And soon
Jennifer will be saying things about Christabel/
She saw Walter on a huge horse riding deliber-
ately past Uldale and making rude gestures,
mocking the smallness of the place and the bare-
ness of the garden. Oh! it would be impossible!
She had an impulse to rise there and then and
run for her life.

Indeed, she did shortly run, but not before